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ABSTRACT. This paper examines how the United States and Canadian
highbush and lowbush blueberry industries have changed over the last
two decades. Production increases have been driven by a combination of
changing consumer preferences for healthy foods and the development
of new cultivars that have opened new production regions, expanded
fresh market opportunities, and created new food products. Canada has
found it advantageous and economical to invest its research effort in the
development of the lowbush blueberry, exploiting its health protective
properties. The United States has concentrated its research effort on
highbush cultivars to lengthen the harvest window and promote diversi-
fication opportunities in the Southern United States. Highbush produc-
tion expansion in the Pacific Northwest has relied very little on new
cultivar development and improvements in yield but more on increases
in cultivated area. [Article copies available for a fee from The Haworth Docu-
ment Delivery Service: 1-800-HAWORTH. E-mail address: <docdelivery@
haworthpress.com> Website: <http://www.HaworthPress.com> © 2005 by
The Haworth Press, Inc. All rights reserved. ]
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